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American Government & Politics Today  14/e by Schmidt is also an 

excellent choice for the AP US Govt course.   

 

The overriding theme of the book is the importance of informed and active 

citizenship.  The authors emphasize the idea that Politics is not an abstract 

process but a very human enterprise. 

 

The text provides balanced and unbiased coverage of the American political 

process and compares them to global political processes around the world for 

added perspective. 

 

The text encourages students to get involved and think critically by providing 

current and relevant examples that they are familiar with, as well as excellent 

use of visuals to reinforce comprehension. 

 



Ch. 10 - p. 344 
 

New Content is provided with Chapter 10 - Campaigning for 
Office with increased coverage on the heels of the 
2008 presidential election.  This features: 
 
Both sides of the 2008 primary contest 
Seating controversies at 2008 Democratic Convention 
Election results and analysis of the 2008 election 
outcomes 
 
Expanded topic coverage includes: 
 
Women as candidates for office 
2008 campaign finance reform 
Campaign staffing 
Spending limits  
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Chapter opener encourages student participation, relates abstract concept to 

concrete examples, and suggests how to get involved  

 

Making a Difference—These NEW chapter-opening features highlight how a 

group or individual has made a difference in navigating our political system. 

These engaging and relevant openers succinctly incorporate a literature review 

of key scholarship on the topic and offer a balance of positive and negative, 

modern and historical examples.   

 

Examples include "Friends of the Court and Civil Liberties," about amicus 

curiae briefs (Chapter 4); "Using the Courts as a Strategy in the Fight for Civil 

Rights" (Chapter 5); and "Let's Put It to a Vote," concerning ballot efforts and 

the debate between representative and direct democracy (Chapter 9).  

 

Page 346 for 527 groups 
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Example is page 330. 

 

Beyond Our Borders is a feature appearing in nearly every chapter that 

compares government issues in the US to the rest of the world with critical 

analysis questions for discussion and critical thinking.  Topics include 

globalization, the war on terrorism, immigration, or a related comparative 

government that is relevant to the chapter.  

 

New boxes include "What Makes a Constitution?" (Chapter 2); "Flexible 

Federalism (Chapter 3); Why Do Other Nations Have Higher [Voter] Turnout?" 

(Chapter 9); and "How Many Heads of Government Are Needed?" (Chapter 

13).  

 

Page 85 in previous 13th edition 

 



Page 373 – You can Make a Difference 

 

The text further encourages student interaction with the political system by 

ending each chapter with features titled You Can Make a Difference, which 

show students not only what they can do to become politically involved, but 

also why they should care enough to do so. 



End of Chapter 10: 

E-mocracy—A chapter-closing feature that discusses politics and the Internet 

and suggests Web sites and Internet activities related to the chapter's topics.  

Online exercises show students how to access and analyze political 

information.  

 

Examples: 

“The Internet and Our Constitution” 

“Understanding Your Civil Liberties” 

“Online Polling and Poll Data” 

“Attacking Government Computer 

Systems” 
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Study Guide, ISBN-10: 0495568767 | ISBN-13: 9780495568766  

The Study Guide includes a Chapter Summary, Key Terms, and a Practice Exam for every chapter of the book. 

 

Handbook of Selected Court Cases, 4th, ISBN-10: 0495127744 | ISBN-13: 9780495127741 This handbook 
includes more than 30 Supreme Court cases. Court Cases: Intro, Summary, Excerpts, Decision 

 

PowerLecture DVD-ROM with ExamView, ISBN-10: 0495568759 | ISBN-13: 9780495568759  

This one- stop lecture and class preparation tool makes it easy for you to assemble, edit, publish, and present 
custom lectures for your class. It includes PowerPoint® Lectures, text images, a resource integration guide, an 
electronic instructor’s manual and test bank, and ExamView testing software. 

 

Political Theatre (DVD), ISBN-10: 0495187356 | ISBN-13: 9780495187356  The Political Theatre DVD includes 
video and audio clips drawn from key political events from the last 75 years, allowing your students to experience 
watershed moments in American politics such as presidential speeches, campaign ads, debates, news reports, 
national convention coverage, demonstrations, and speeches by civil rights leaders. Rather than just talking about 
these events, students can experience them first-hand, thereby enhancing their understanding of the significance of 
these events. 



A Textbook Companion Web Site is also available that offers a 
variety of e-resources at holtmcdougal.com.  Password-protected 
tools for teachers include an electronic teacher’s manual and 
Power Points for each chapter.   

 

Students can access Chapter Specific Resources such as 
Crossword puzzles, Flashcards, Glossary, Tutorial Quizzes, Internet Activities, 
and Web Links. 
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